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OCEAN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

TOIS Vocal Music Department 

TOIS 6 - 8 CHOIR 

Course Description 

The goal of TOIS Choir, a Performing Arts elective, is to build a choral ensemble composed of 
Grade 6 - 8 vocal students. The students’ musical experiences will be further developed in 
different music historical periods, musical theory, and vocal technique.  
 

Explanation of Format 

Since much of music is cyclical, many of these concepts are happening simultaneously. In the 
hopes of creating a seamless curriculum, the concepts have been grouped into three larger 
umbrella topics: Performance, Musical Knowledge and Connections. At this time, 6 - 8 Choir is 
only offered for half of the school year or one semester.  
 

Marking Period 1 or 3 

PERFORMANCE MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE 

Weeks 
1 - 4 

Fundamentals of Proper Vocal Technique Weeks 
1 - 10 

Music Theory and Musicianship 

5 Vocal Range and Registers 

6 - 7 Reading a Choral Score 

8 - 10 Beginner to Intermediate Choral Literature 

Marking Period 2 or 4 

PERFORMANCE MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE 

Weeks 
11 - 14 

Beginner to Intermediate Choral Literature Weeks 
11 -13 

Articulations and Dynamics 

15 Singing as an Ensemble 14 - 15 Rhythm and Meter 

16 - 17 Responding to the Conductor 16 - 17 Sight-Singing and Ear Training 
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CONNECTIONS 

18 Performance Etiquette and Critique 

19 - 20 Music History, Society, Culture, and other art forms 

 

 

Time Frame 1 - 4 weeks 

PERFORMANCE 

Topic 

Fundamentals of Proper Vocal Technique: In this Unit students will learn the essential and 
fundamental elements of proper Vocal Technique. 

Essential Questions 

 How does body alignment affect our sound? 

 Why is it important to understand how the vocal anatomy works? 

 How does proper breathing affect our vocal tone quality? 

 What are the steps/elements of a proper breath? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand that… 
 Posture affects tone quality and healthy vocal production 

 Good posture shows confidence and professionalism 

 Breathing effects in-tune singing  
 Proper breathing is completed in four steps 

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works in music. 
 1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in response to aural prompts and printed music 

notational systems.  
 1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, 
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and melodic and harmonic progressions, and differentiate basic structures. 
 1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in music. 
 1.3.2.B.2 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate vocal production/vocal placement 

and breathing technique 
 1.3.2.B.4 Vocalize the home tone of familiar and unfamiliar songs, and demonstrate 

appropriate posture and breathing technique while performing songs, rounds, or canons 
in unison and with a partner.  

 1.3.2.B.7 Blend unison and harmonic parts and vocal or instrumental timbres while 
matching dynamic levels in response to a conductor’s cues.  

 1.3.5.B.1 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to 
the range and timbre of the developing voice. 

 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will demonstrate and apply an 
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in music.  

o 1.4.5.A.1 Employ basic, discipline-specific arts terminology to categorize works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art according to established classifications.  

o 1.4.5.A.2 Make informed aesthetic responses to artworks based on structural 
arrangement and personal, cultural, and historical points of view.  

o 1.4.5.B.2 Use evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self-assessment and to appraise the 
objectivity of critiques by peers.  

o 1.4.5.B.3 Use discipline-specific arts terminology to evaluate the strengths and 
weaknesses of works of music. 

o 1.4.5.B.4 Define technical proficiency, using the elements of the arts and principles of 
design.  

NGSS Science 
 5.5.4.A. Matter, Energy and Organization in Living Systems  

o 5.5.4.A.4. Describe the basic functions of the major systems of the human body 
including: respiratory system, skeletal system, and muscular system 

 5.5.8.A. Matter, Energy and Organization in Living Systems  
o 5.5.8.A.1. Explain how the products of respiration are recycled.  
o 5.5.8.A.2. Recognize that complex multicellular organisms, including humans, are 

composed of and defined by interactions of the following:  organs and systems 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will learn how to stand or sit with good body alignment and posture to allow for optimal 
core singing and technique. 

  Students will learn the proper anatomy used for technique. Ex. throat, diaphragm, larynx, vocal 
folds, false/falsetto, intercostal muscles, lungs, rib cage, abdominal wall, pelvic floor, etc… 

 Students will learn how to sing with a clear free tone: Relaxed tongue, jaw, lips, engaged diaphragm, 
lowered/relaxed larynx, etc… 
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Learning Activities 

1. Teacher demonstrates good posture and body alignment 
2. Use of an exercise ball to help with both alignment and breathing techniques 
3. Show diagrams, pictures, and video of the vocal and breathing anatomy so students can externalize 

what is happening internally. 
4. Use people to demonstrate different parts of the anatomy so students can visualize what happens 

internally. 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Observation of student participation during class 
 Observation of student singing alone and with others 
 Student demonstration  
 Student explanation 
Summative Assessments: 
  Through performance 
  Through class participation and rubric assessment 

21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

 Media Literacy   

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Science 

Physical Education 

Dance 

Technology Integration 

Virtual Diagrams 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube  
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Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

Time Frame 1 week 

PERFORMANCE 

Topic 

Vocal Ranges and Registers: This concept will introduce student independence and great knowledge 
of the students’ personal instrument and the instrument of the others.  

Essential Questions 

 How can you tell the difference between your chest and head voice? 

 How do you navigate between registers seamlessly? 

 How can you discern between the head voice and the falsetto? 

 Do women have a falsetto? 

 How do you navigate through a voice change? 

Enduring Understandings 
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 What the different vocal registers are 

 Students will aurally and physically understand the differences between their personal registers  
 Students will aurally and physically understand the differences between their peers registers 

 Vocal register is sometimes gender aligned, unless we are dealing with an “unchanged voice” 

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.3 Performance All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
 1.3.2.B.2 Proper vocal production/vocal placement requires an understanding of basic 

anatomy and the physical properties of sound. 
 1.3.5.B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to 

the range and timbre of the developing voice. 
 1.3.8.B.1 Perform instrumental or vocal compositions using complex standard and non-

standard Western, non-Western, and avant-garde notation. 
 1.3.8.B.2 Perform independently and in groups with expressive qualities appropriately 

aligned with the stylistic characteristics of the genre.  
New Jersey Student Learning Standards:  Science 

 5.5.4.A. Matter, Energy and Organization in Living Systems  
o 5.5.4.A.4. Describe the basic functions of the major systems of the human body 

including: respiratory system, skeletal system, and muscular system 
 5.5.8.A. Matter, Energy and Organization in Living Systems  

o 5.5.8.A.1. Explain how the products of respiration are recycled.  
o 5.5.8.A.2. Recognize that complex multicellular organisms, including humans, are 

composed of and defined by interactions of the following:  organs and systems 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards:  Comprehensive Health and Physical Education 

 2.1 Wellness: All students will acquire health promotion concepts and skills to support a healthy, 
active lifestyle. 

o 2.1.2.1.A Use correct terminology to identify body parts, and explain how body parts 
work together to support wellness. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will learn how to seamlessly navigate through different registers 

 Students will learn how to hear when incorrect vocal registers are being used and how to correct 
themselves and assist others  

Learning Activities 
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1. Listening to different vocal examples in different genres and analyzing the performances 
2. Listen to and analyze peers and professionals to better understand self and peer triumphs and 

failures.  
3. Teacher demonstration 
4. Student demonstration 
5. Different vocal exercises can be used to help achieve head voice strength and help with eliminating 

the student’s “break”, navigate between vocal registers and strengthen voice through puberty 
6. Choice of proper Choral repertoire can help students strengthen voice 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Observation of student participation during class 

 Observation of student singing alone and with others 

 Student demonstration  
 Student explanation 

Summative Assessments: 
  Through performance and rubric assessment 
  Through class participation and rubric assessment 

21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy   

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Science 

Physical Education 

Dance 

Technology Integration 

Virtual Diagrams 

Recordings 

Videos 

Youtube 
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Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

 

Time Frame 1 -  2 weeks 

PERFORMANCE 

Topic 

Reading a Choral Score: Students will learn how to navigate through a choral score of appropriate 
level, being able to identifying staff, grand staff, note names and solfege, key signatures: major and 
minor, identify sharps, flats, naturals, double sharps, double flats. As a result, students will demonstrate 
knowledge through performance and discussion of all music markings within the score. 

Essential Questions 

 Why is learning how to read music important? 

 Why is learning how to read a vocal score important? 

 How can you apply the knowledge you acquired in Choir to other subject areas? 

 How does singing enrich our lives and the lives of others?  
 How does one sing independently and with a group in an ensemble?  
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 How are various musical styles sung authentically?  
 Why is an understanding of music theory relevant for singing in choir?  
 How can a singer improve their vocal tone?  
 How is music communicated expressively? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand that… 
 Reading music is similar to learning how to speak a different language 

 Learning how to be in an ensemble requires focus and discipline 

 Learning how to read music proficiently develops important skills that can be carried over into all 
subject areas 

 Singing and playing an instrument provide people with the means of learning musical and 
developmental skills.  

 Music making is one of the oldest, most intimate and basic forms of communication and cultural 
expression. 

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.1 The Creative Process All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
 1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in response to aural prompts and printed music 

notational systems.  
 1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, 

and melodic and harmonic progressions, and differentiate basic structures. 
 1.1.8.B.1 Analyze the application of the elements of music in diverse Western and non-

Western musical works from different historical eras using active listening and by reading 
and interpreting written scores.  

 1.1.8.B.2 Compare and contrast the use of structural forms and the manipulation of the 
elements of music in diverse styles and genres of musical compositions. 

 1.3 Performance All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
 1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble and 

bass clef, mixed meter, and compound meter 
 1.3.5.B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to 

the range and timbre of the developing voice. 
 1.3.5.B.3 Improvise and score simple melodies over given harmonic structures using 

traditional instruments and/or computer programs. 
 1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of music are used to achieve unity and variety, 
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tension and release, and balance in musical compositions. 
 1.3.8.B.1 Perform instrumental or vocal compositions using complex standard and non-

standard Western, non Western, and avant-garde notation. 
 1.3.8.B.2 Perform independently and in groups with expressive qualities appropriately 

aligned with the stylistic characteristics of the genre. 
 1.3.8.B.3 Apply theoretical understanding of expressive and dynamic music terminology 

to the performance of written scores in the grand staff.  
 1.3.8.B.4 Improvise music in a selected genre or style, using the elements of music that 

are consistent with basic playing and/or singing techniques in that genre or style.  
 1.3.12.B.2 The ability to read and interpret music impacts musical fluency. 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards ELA 
 RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 

the text as the basis for the answers. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will learn how to navigate their designed part in a 2, 3 or 4 part vocal score. 
 Students will learn how to navigate other vocal parts in a 2, 3 or 4 part vocal score. 
 Students will learn how to correctly mark their score to further assist themselves in the execution of 

own vocal part. 

Learning Activities 

1. Teacher asks questions about the score students have to identify level of comprehension. 
2. Students read from their score daily, by participating in their choral activities they are practicing 

reading daily. 
3. Choral Score scavenger hunt: students are asked to find certain things within their score. 
4. Students work on repertoire in sectionals and as a group. 
5. Read notes and interpretive markings in a choral score Match pitch in one’s own range.  
6. Sing with breath support and proper body alignment.  
7. Sing with round/tall vowels and a healthy vocal tone.  
8. Sing with loud and soft dynamics in a healthy manner.  
9. Understand and demonstrate subtle dynamic contrasts and accents  
10. Perform music in a variety of styles and periods of composition 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Observations during class 

 Question students verbally to make see if they are able to follow along in the score 

 Review/practice how to navigate through the score  
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 Self assessments/reflections 

Summative Assessments: 
  Students teach the class on how to follow along  
 Student performance  
 Small/Large Group performance 

 

21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy x  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Science 

Physical Education 

Language Arts 

Technology Integration 

Virtual Diagrams 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube  

Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
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Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

 

Time Frame 7 weeks 

PERFORMANCE 

Topic 

Beginner to Intermediate Choral Literature: Students will learn how to sing choral literature of 
appropriate quality and difficulty in different languages, styles, genres, and time periods. 

Essential Questions 

 What is the value of singing music in other languages? 

 What are the challenges of singing repertoire in other styles? 

 What are the challenges of singing repertoire in other languages? 

 What are the challenges of singing repertoire from other time periods? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand that… 
 Singing in other languages opens us up to a world outside of the classroom. 
 Learning literature of all genres expands our worldview. 
 Learning literature of all genres makes a more well rounded musician. 
 Singing music from other time periods requires different skill sets and nuances.  

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
 1.1.8.B.1 Analyze the application of the elements of music in diverse Western and non-

Western musical works from different historical eras using active listening and by reading 
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and interpreting written scores. 
 1.1.8.B.2 Compare and contrast the use of structural forms and the manipulation of the 

elements of music in diverse styles and genres of musical compositions. 
 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture All students will understand the role, development, and 

influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
 1.2.8.A.2 Differentiate past and contemporary works of music that represent important 

ideas, issues, and events that are chronicled in the histories of diverse cultures 
 1.2.8.A.3 Analyze the social, historical, and political impact of artists on culture and the 

impact of culture on the arts.  
 1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
 1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble and 

bass clef, mixed meter, and compound meter. 
 1.3.5.B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to 

the range and timbre of the developing voice. 
 1.3.5.B.4 Decoding musical scores requires understanding of notation systems, the 

elements of music, and basic compositional concepts. 
 1.3.8.B.1 Perform instrumental or vocal compositions using complex standard and non-

standard Western, non-Western, and avant-garde notation. 
 1.3.8.B.2 Perform independently and in groups with expressive qualities appropriately 

align. 
 1.3.8.B.3 Apply theoretical understanding of expressive and dynamic music terminology 

to the performance of written scores in the grand staff.  
 1.3.8.B.4 Improvise music in a selected genre or style, using the elements of music that 

are consistent with basic playing and/or singing techniques in that genre or style.  
New Jersey Student Learning Standards ELA 

 RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 
the text as the basis for the answers. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will learn how to sing literature of appropriate quality and difficulty in English, Italian, 
German, Latin, French, etc… 

 Students will sing in many different styles of choral literature: Spirituals, traditional choral music, 
jazz, pop, folk tunes, etc… 

 Students will sing choral music from various periods: Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, 20th 

Century, and Contemporary. 

Learning Activities 
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1. Vocal warm-ups 
2. Review of previous units 
3. Performing/practicing the repertoire 
4. History guides or artist profiles on composers/arrangers  
5. History guides on time period or genre 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Observation of student participation during class 

 Student demonstration  
 Student explanation 

Summative Assessments: 
  Performance  
 Written test/quizzes on musical genres 

 Written test/quizzes on musical time periods 

 Written test/quizzes on musical styles 

21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy x  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

World Languages: Spanish, Latin, French, Italian, German, Swahili, etc... 

Language Arts 

Technology Integration 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube 

Skype 

 

Time Frame 1 week 
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PERFORMANCE 

Topic 

Singing as an Ensemble: Students will focus on diction, vowel production, and consonant articulation. 
They will also work on blending, pitch and rhythmic accuracy, harmony tuning, canons, and rounds. 
These skills and concepts are put all together because many of these things need to happen 
simultaneously. 

Essential Questions 

 How do diphthongs and triphthongs affect tuning? 

 How does vowel placement affect tuning? 

 How does vowel and consonant placement affect rhythmic accuracy? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand... 
 The difference between diphthongs and triphthongs 

 How to discern between in-tune and out-of-tune singing 

 Harmony, consonance, and dissonance and how they relate to the score and the genre and time 
period of music 

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.1 The Creative Process All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
 1.1.2.B.3 Music is often defined as organized sound that is dependent on predictable 

properties of tone and pitch. Musical notation captures tonality, dynamic range, and 
rhythm. 

 1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in response to aural prompts and printed music 
notational systems.  

 1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, 
and melodic and harmonic progressions, and differentiate basic structures. 

 1.3 Performance All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
 1.3.2.B.7 Blend unison and harmonic parts and vocal or instrumental timbres while 

matching dynamic levels in response to a conductor’s cues.  
 1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble and 

bass clef, mixed meter, and compound meter. 
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 1.3.5.B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to 
the range and timbre of the developing voice. 

 1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of music are used to achieve unity and variety, 
tension and release, and balance in musical compositions. 

 1.3.8.B.1 Perform instrumental or vocal compositions using complex standard and non-
standard Western, non-Western, and avant-garde notation. 

 1.3.8.B.2 Perform independently and in groups with expressive qualities appropriately 
aligned with the stylistic characteristics of the genre. 

 1.3.8.B.3 Apply theoretical understanding of expressive and dynamic music terminology 
to the performance of written scores in the grand staff.  

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: ELA 
 RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 

the text as the basis for the answers. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will learn how to use proper vowel production, articulate consonants, appropriate 
pronunciation of diphthongs and triphthongs.  

 Students will learn how to appropriate the meaning of text through syllabic stress 

 Students will develop awareness for intonation and discriminate between in-tune and out-of-tune 
singing. 

 Students will be able to hold their own part while other harmonies are happening around them.   
 Students will learn how to have independence on a vocal part. 

Learning Activities 

1. Pulsing while singing 
2. Count singing 
3. Vocal warm-ups that focus on beautiful vowel placement and production 
4. Vocal warm-ups that focus on consonant placement and quick glottal attacks 
5. Rhythmic consonant call and response.  

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Observation of student participation during class 

 Student demonstration  
 Student explanation 

Summative Assessments: 
 Performance  
 Analysis of performance 
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21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy x  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

World Languages: Spanish, Latin, French, Italian, German, Swahili, etc... 

Language Arts 

Technology Integration 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube 

Skype 

Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
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Time Frame 2 weeks 

PERFORMANCE 

Topic 

Responding to the Conductor: As a performance ensemble the students will need to learn how to 
react to the appropriated gesture given by the conductor for entrances, cut-offs, dynamics, and 
articulations. Students will learn to discern between beat patterns and also learn to communicate 
musical expression through the conductor’s gesture. 

Essential Questions 

 What is the role of the conductor? 

 Why is the conductor essential to the success of the choral ensemble? 

 Can the importance of a conductor be related to any other aspects of life or careers? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand... 
 The importance of teamwork 

 The role of the conductor 
 That not one individual is greater than the whole parts.  
 That their individual practice time greatly contributes to the greater whole of the ensemble. 

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
 1.1.12.B.1 Understanding nuanced stylistic differences among various genres of music is 

a component of musical fluency. Meter, rhythm, tonality, and harmonics are determining 
factors in the categorization of musical genres.   

 1.1.2.B.3 Identify and categorize sound sources by common traits (e.g., scales, rhythmic 
patterns, and/or other musical elements), and identify rhythmic notation up to eighth 
notes and rests.  

 1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.. 
 1.3.2.B.7 Blend unison and harmonic parts and vocal or instrumental timbres while 

matching dynamic levels in response to a conductor’s cues.  
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 1.3.8.B.1 Perform instrumental or vocal compositions using complex standard and non-
standard Western, non-Western, and avant-garde notation. 

 1.3.8.B.2 Perform independently and in groups with expressive qualities appropriately 
aligned with the stylistic characteristics of the genre.  

 1.3.8.B.3 Apply theoretical understanding of expressive and dynamic music terminology 
to the performance of written scores in the grand staff.  

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will learn to discern between beat patterns of 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, etc.  
 Understand beat subdivision and compound meter; changing and asymmetric meters; sensitivity to 

expression of conducting patterns and respond to deviation in pattern for stylistic interpretation. 
 Students will learn how to communicate musical expression through dynamics, tempo, phrasing, 

and articulation.  
 They will also communicate the meaning and mood of the text. 

Learning Activities 

1. Have students conduct each other  
2. Practice conducting with different gestures 
3. Have students describe what they see in the gesture 
4. Have students interpret text 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Observation of all in-class activities 

 Small quartets or duets for individuals/sectionals 

 Daily Warm-ups and conducting practices 

Summative Assessments: 
 Performance  
 Analysis of performance 

21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy x  
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Interdisciplinary Connections 

Conducting 

Language Arts 

Dance 

Physical Education 

Technology Integration 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube 

Skype  

Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

Time Frame 10 weeks 

MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE 

Topic 
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Music Theory and Musicianship: Students will learn the written aspect of music theory associated 
with notation, such as, but not limited to: note identification, major and minor key signatures, sharps, 
flats, naturals, double sharps, double flats, generic and quality intervals, major and minor scales, chords, 
and form.  

Essential Questions 

 How does music theory relate to other subject areas? 

 What value does learning music theory have on your life as a student? 

 What added value does learning music theory have to you as a musician? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand that… 
  With a vast understanding of music theory and a strong sense of musicianship they can learn any 

piece of music 

  Learning about the theoretical aspects of music will propel their ability to perform any music 

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
 1.1.2.B.1 Ear training and listening skills are prerequisites for musical literacy.  
 1.1.5.B.1 Reading basic music notation contributes to musical fluency and literacy. Musical 

intelligence is related to ear training and listening skill, and temporal spatial reasoning 
ability is connected to listening skill. 

 1.1.5.B.2 The elements of music are building blocks denoting meter, rhythmic concepts, 
tonality, intervals, chords, and melodic and harmonic progressions, all of which contribute 
to musical literacy. 

 1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
 1.3.2.B.1 The ability to read music notation correlates with musical fluency and literacy. 

Notation systems are complex symbolic languages that indicate pitch, rhythm, dynamics, 
and tempo. 

 1.3.5.B.4 Decoding musical scores requires understanding of notation systems, the 
elements of music, and basic compositional concepts. 

 1.3.12.B.2 The ability to read and interpret music impacts musical fluency. 
 1.3.12.B.4 Basic vocal and instrumental arranging skills require theoretical understanding 

of music composition. 
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Mathematics 
 4.1.3 A. Number Sense  

o 4.1.3.A.1. Use real-life experiences, physical materials, and technology to construct 
meanings for numbers (unless otherwise noted, all indicators for grade 3 pertain to 
these sets of numbers as well). . Whole numbers through hundred thousands . 
Commonly used fractions (denominators of 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10) as part of a whole, as a 
subset of a set, and as a location on a number line  

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: ELA 
 .SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically 

such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Identifying staff, grand staff, note identification, major and minor key signatures, identify sharps, 
flats, naturals, double sharps, double flats. 

 Students will visually and aurally identify tonic, whole steps, half steps, major and minor scales, 
generic and qualities of intervals.  

 Students will demonstrate knowledge of music analysis of form and structure. 

Learning Activities 

1. Theory Lessons 
2. Keyboarding 
3. Ear training 
4. Rote clapping 
5. Rote solfege singing and curwen hand signs 
6. Rhythmic and melodic dictations 
7. Identifying symbols, and terms in a choral score 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Theory review 

 Worksheets/packets 

 Classwork/assignments 

 Students teach a lesson to prove mastery 

Summative Assessments: 
 Tests/quizzes 

 Dictation 
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21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy x  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Mathematics 

Language Arts 

Dance 

Physical Education 

Technology Integration 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube 

Skype  

Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 
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Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

 

Time Frame 1 - 2 weeks 

MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE 

Topic 

Rhythm and Meter: Students will learn the rhythmic and meter elements of Standard Western 
Notation. This will ensure a greater understanding of note reading and music literacy. 

Essential Questions 

 Why is learning how to read rhythms important to music literacy? 

 Why is learning meter and time signatures important to music literacy? 

 How can you apply the knowledge you acquired in Concert Choir to other subject areas? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand that… 
 Reading and learning musical notation is similar to learning a new language and takes time and 

practice 

 Learning how to read music develops important skills that can be carried over into all subject areas 

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
 1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in response to aural prompts and printed music 

notational systems.  
 1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, 

and melodic and harmonic progressions, and differentiate basic structures. 
   1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to     
                 creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble and 
bass clef, mixed meter, and compound meter 

 1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of music are used to achieve unity and variety, 
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tension and release, and balance in musical compositions. 
 1.3.8.B.1 Perform instrumental or vocal compositions using complex standard and non-

standard Western, non-Western, and avant-garde notation. 
 1.3.8.B.3 Apply theoretical understanding of expressive and dynamic music terminology 

to the performance of written scores in the grand staff.  
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Math 

 3.NF.A.1 Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned 
into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b.  

 3.NF.A.2 Understand a fraction as a number on the number line; represent fractions on a 
number line diagram. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will identify all rhythms in music: sixteenth, eighth, quarter, dotted quarter, half, dotted 
half, whole notes, and rests, eighth note and quarter note triplets  

 Students will be able to identify mixed meter and time signatures 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8, 9/8, 12/8, 2/2, 
and 3/2. 

 Students will be able to count-sing their parts in repertoire/music examples in multiple time 
signatures. 

Learning Activities 

1. Practice count singing with different music examples in multiple time signatures 
2. Rhythm math exercises 
3. Students teach the differences between the time signatures and rhythms 
4. Writing in counts in a choral score on solo or multiple parts 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Theory review 

 Worksheets/packets 

 Classwork/assignments 

 Students teach a lesson to prove mastery 

Summative Assessments: 
 Tests/quizzes 

 Dictation 

21st Century Skills 
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Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy x  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Mathematics 

Language Arts 

Technology Integration 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube 

Skype 

Opusworksheets.com 

Musictheory.net  

Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
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Time Frame 1 - 2 weeks 

MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE 

Topic 

Sight-Singing and Ear Training: Students will develop skills in reading music independently by sight; 
this encourages independence and strong musicianship. Students will visually and aurally identify tonic, 
whole steps, half steps, major and minor scales, intervals generic and quality. Through the development 
of ear training and listening skills students will have sensitivity to relative pitch, rhythm, timbre, 
dynamics, form, and melody, and the application of sight singing/reading or playing techniques, 
diction/intonation, chord recognition, error detection, and related activities. 

Essential Questions 

 What is the value of learning how to develop your ear? 

 What is the value in learning sight-singing? 

 What is the value in learning how to sing in solfege? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand that… 
 Sight-singing makes a well-rounded musician 

 Sight-singing creates student independence  
 Sight-singing is a good tool that can be applied to other subject areas 

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
 1.1.2.B.1 Ear training and listening skills are prerequisites for musical literacy.  
 1.1.5.B.1 Reading basic music notation contributes to musical fluency and literacy. 

Musical intelligence is related to ear training and listening skill, and temporal spatial 
reasoning ability is connected to listening skill. 

 1.1.5.B.2 The elements of music are building blocks denoting meter, rhythmic concepts, 
tonality, intervals, chords, and melodic and harmonic progressions, all of which 
contribute to musical literacy. 

 1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
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and visual art. 
 1.3.2.B.1 The ability to read music notation correlates with musical fluency and literacy. 

Notation systems are complex symbolic languages that indicate pitch, rhythm, dynamics, 
and tempo. 

 1.3.12.B.2 The ability to read and interpret music impacts musical fluency. 
 1.3.5.B.4 Decoding musical scores requires understanding of notation systems, the 

elements of music, and basic compositional concepts. 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Math 

 3.NF.A.1 Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned 
into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b.  

 3.NF.A.2 Understand a fraction as a number on the number line; represent fractions on a 
number line diagram. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will be able to sight-sing scale passages 

 Students will be able to sight-sing musical exercises and music passages from repertoire 

 Students will be able to use Curwen hand signs and solfege to assist them in sight-reading and 
singing in-tune 

 Students will have sensitivity to relative pitch, rhythm, timbre, dynamics, form, and melody, and the 
application of sight singing/reading or playing techniques, diction/intonation, chord recognition, 
error detection, and related activities. 

Learning Activities 

1. Singing solfege exercises by rote 
2. Audiating using Curwen hand signs 
3. Sight-sing short examples or melodies in class 
4. Sight-sing passages within the repertoire 
5. Students sight-sing other choir members voice parts, challenging themselves to read on 

different clefs 
6. Ear training exercises  
7. Melodic dictation 
8. Rhythmic dictation 
9. Solfege Cycles due monthly for ear training and tonality  building 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Group check-in and practice 

 Sight-singing as a class 
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 Writing solfege in music 

Summative Assessments: 
 Sight Singing quizzes/tests 

 Recorded assessments 

21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy x  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Mathematics 

Technology Integration 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube 

Skype 

Opusworksheets.com 

Musictheory.net  

Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
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Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

 

Time Frame 1 - 2 weeks 

CONNECTIONS 

Topic 

Performance Etiquette and Critique: Students will learn what concert behavior is expected of them 
as a performer and as an audience member. Students will learn how to evaluate personal progress from 
recordings, entire ensemble, and other ensembles to exemplary models. 

Essential Questions 

 Why is learning music important? 

 How would you describe the performance? 

 Is there anything that you would change if you were the conductor? 

 How did other audience members behave? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand that… 
 Listening to and describing musical performances are important skills that contribute to the learning 

and development of a young musician 

Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an 

understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art.  
 1.4.P.A.5 Begin to demonstrate appropriate audience skills during creative movement 

and dance performances. 
 1.4.P.A.6 Begin to demonstrate appropriate audience skills during recordings and music 

performances. 
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 1.4.5.A.1 Employ basic, discipline-specific arts terminology to categorize works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art according to established classifications.  

 1.4.5.A.2 Make informed aesthetic responses to artworks based on structural 
arrangement and personal, cultural, and historical points of view.  

 1.4.5.A.3 Demonstrate how art communicates ideas about personal and social values and 
is inspired by an individual’s imagination and frame of reference (e.g., personal, social, 
political, historical context).  

 1.4.8.A.1 Generate observational and emotional responses to diverse culturally and 
historically specific works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 1.4.8.A.2 Identify works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art that are used for 
utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes 

 1.4.8.A.3 Distinguish among artistic styles, trends, and movements in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art within diverse cultures and historical eras 

 1.4.8.A.4 Compare and contrast changes in the accepted meanings of known artworks 
over time, given shifts in societal norms, beliefs, or values.  

 1.4.8.A.5 Interpret symbolism and metaphors embedded in works of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 

 1.4.8.A.6 Differentiate between “traditional” works of art and those that do not use 
conventional elements of style to express new ideas.  

 1.4.8.A.7 Analyze the form, function, craftsmanship, and originality of representative 
works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

 1.4.8.B.1 Evaluate the effectiveness of a work of art by differentiating between the 
artist’s technical proficiency and the work’s content or form.  

 1.4.8.B.2 Differentiate among basic formal structures and technical proficiency of artists 
in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

 1.4.8.B.3 Compare and contrast examples of archetypal subject matter in works of art 
from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras by writing critical essays.  

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: ELA 
 RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 

text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

 RI.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life 
story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each 
account. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will learn what concert behavior is expected of them as a performer and as an audience 
member.  

 Students will learn how to evaluate personal progress from recordings, entire ensemble, and other 
ensembles to exemplary models. 
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Learning Activities 

1. Requirement of live concert performance and attendance 
2. Class performances and recitals 
3. Watch videos and demonstrate poor etiquette 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Class discussion 

 Observation of etiquette during concerts and performances 

Summative Assessments: 
 Written critiques of performances 

21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy x  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Language Arts 

Dance 

Visual Arts 

Theatre Arts 

Technology Integration 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube 

Skype 

Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 
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Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

 

Time Frame 1 - 2 weeks 

CONNECTIONS 

Topic 

Music History, Society, Culture, and Other Art Forms: Students will identify the uses of music in 
society and culture; relationships and processes of other art forms to the choral singing; the effects of 

society, culture and technology on music. 

Essential Questions 

 How is music influenced by society, history and culture? 

 How is music related to other art forms? 

 How is music influenced by other art forms? 

 How does music speak through language barriers? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand that… 
 Music is influenced by society, history and culture 

 Music is influenced by other art forms 

 Music speaks through language barriers  
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Alignment to Standards 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Visual and Performing Arts 
 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture All students will understand the role, development, and 

influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
 1.2.12.A.1 Cultural and historical events impact art-making as well as how audiences 

respond to works of art. 
 1.2.12.A.2 Access to the arts has a positive influence on the quality of an individual’s 

lifelong learning, personal expression, and contributions to community and global 
citizenship. Ear training and listening skills are prerequisites for musical literacy.  

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Comprehensive Health and Physical Education 
 2.1  Wellness: All students will acquire health promotion concepts and skills to support a 

healthy, active lifestyle. 
o 2.1.12.A.2 Analyze the role of personal responsibility in maintaining and enhancing 

personal, family, community, and global wellness.  
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: ELA 

 RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

 RI.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life 
story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each 
account. 

 RI.9-10.9 Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., 
Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, 
King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and 
concepts. 

  RI.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and 
engaging.  
 RI.11-12.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 

particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 Students will identify the uses of music in society and culture 

 Students will identify relationships and processes of other art forms to the choral singing 

 Students will identify the effects of society, culture and technology on music. 

Learning Activities 
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1. Listening to music from different cultures and time periods 
2. Discussing the history and related art forms of the time period surrounding choral repertoire.  
3. Socratic discussions about the history, society, and culture 
4. Class presentations about history, society and culture surrounding the music 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments: 
 Class discussion 

 Performance critiques 

 Self and peer assessment 
Summative Assessments: 
 Class discussion 

 Journal writing 

21st Century Skills 

Creativity x Critical Thinking x Collaboration x Communication x 

Life & Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Technology 

x Media Literacy x  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Language Arts 

Dance 

Visual Arts 

Theatre Arts 

Physical Education 

Technology 

History 

Technology Integration 

Recordings  

Videos 

Youtube 

Skype  
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Career Education-Career Ready Practices 

All students will demonstrate how to: 

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

 

Modifications (ELL, Special Education, Gifted and Talented, and 504 Plans)  

ELL:   
 Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase   
 Use visuals  
 Introduce key vocabulary before lesson   
 Teacher models reading aloud daily   
 Provide peer tutoring   
 Use of Bilingual Dictionary  
 Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
 Provide students with English Learner leveled readers. 

 
Supports for Students With IEPs:   

 Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests   
 Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
 Work in a small group   
 Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
 Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text)   
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 Follow all IEP modifications 

 
Gifted and Talented: 

 Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept 
puzzles)   

 Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum   
 Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities   
 Provide whole group enrichment explorations   
 Teach cognitive and methodological skills   
 Use center, stations, or contracts   
 Organize integrated problem-solving simulations   
 Propose interest-based extension activities 
 Expose students to beyond level texts. 

 
Supports for Students With 504 Plans: 

 Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
 Text to speech/audio recorded selections 
 Amplification system as needed 
 Leveled texts according to ability 
 Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
 Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
 Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 

 


